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  ELG: Past and Present 
1. Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

 Share photographs of their family and talk about them 

 Share their experiences of people in the community such as police, doctors and the fire service 
 

2. Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

 Know that there was a past and that we talk about ‘then and now’ 

 Understand that life in the past was different from the present but it is still recognisable 

 Look at pictures, stories and artefacts from the past and comment on how they are the same or different 

 Ask an older person questions to find out about familiar situations in the past 

 Understand significant events in their own timeline and starts to organise these events using basic chronology 

 Use simple vocabulary that relates to the passing of time 
 

3. Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in class and storytelling 
 

 Listen and respond to the following key texts: Lost in the Toy Museum by David Lucas, The Naughty Bus by Jan Oke, The Everywhere Bear by Julia Donaldson. 

 Enjoy listening to a range of topic-related texts in story-time sessions 
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- Place know events and objects in 
chronological order 

- Use words and phrases that relate 
to the passing of time – yesterday, 
last year, last week, a long time 
ago, before I was born etc.   

- Sequence events and recount 
changes within living memory 

- Put people or events studied into a 
timeline 

- Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different 
periods 

- Use sources of information to 
describe the past 

 

- Place events, 
objects and people 
on a timeline.  

- Use dates related 
to the passing of 
time.  

 

- Use terms related 
to the period and 
date events.  

- Understand the 
past can be 
divided into 
different periods 
of time.  

- Use more 
complex terms – 
BC/AD 

- Place current study 
on time line in 
relation to other 
studies taught.  

- Retell and 
sequence key 
events and 
changes.  

- Use relevant terms 
and labels.  

 

- Place current study on 
time line in relation to 
other studies taught.  

- Retell and sequence 
key events, changes 
and movements on a 
timeline.  

- Use relevant terms 
and labels.  

- Understand how 
some historical events 
happened at the same 
time. 
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- Find answers to simple questions 
about the past from simple 
sources of information 

- Sort artefacts from then and now 
- Begin to ask and answer questions 

about different sources and 
objects – what was it used for? 
When was it used?  

 
 

- Use who, what, when, why and 
where to ask and answer questions.  

- Show an understanding of some of 
the ways in which we find out 
about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is 
represented 

 

- Use different 
sources to collect 
evidence about 
the past.  

- Compare time 
period with 
modern life - 
identifying 
similarities and 
differences.  

- Select and record 
information 
relevant to the 
area of enquiry 

 

- Use sources of 
information in 
ways that go 
beyond simple 
observations to 
answer questions 
about the past 

- Use a variety of 
resources to find 
out about aspects 
of life in the past 

 

- Compare sources 
of information 
available for the 
study of different 
times in the past 

- Compare an aspect 
of life with the 
same aspect in 
another period 

- Begin to identify 
primary and 
secondary sources 

- Choose reliable 
sources of 
evidence to answer 
questions realising 
that there is often 
not a single answer 
to historical 
questions 

- Address and 
sometimes devise 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance.  

- Recognise the 
difference between 
primary and 
secondary sources of 
evidence. 

- Construct informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection 
and organisation of 
relevant historical 
information 

- Understand how our 
knowledge of the past 
is constructed from a 
range of sources 

- Make confident use of 
a variety of sources 
for independent 
research. 
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- Relate his/her own account of an 
event and understand that others 
may give a different version 

- Look at books, videos, 
photographs, pictures and 
artefacts to find out about the 
past. 

 
 
 
 

- Compare two different versions of 
the past (e.g Suffragette point of 
view compared to newspaper of 
how they were represented at the 
time)  

- Distinguish 
between different 
sources of 
evidence and 
evaluate their 
usefulness.  

 

- Understand that 
sources can 
contradict each 
other 

- Discuss 
effectiveness and 
usefulness of 
sources of 
evidence.  

 
 

- Compare accounts 
of different 
sources.  

- Offer reasons for 
different versions 
of events 

- Understand that 
the type of 
information 
available depends 
on the period of 
time studied 

 

- Be aware that 
different evidence will 
lead to different 
conclusions 

- Begin to select and 
combine information 
from a variety of 
sources and use this 
to form conclusions. 

- Use and evaluate 
sources of evidence 
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- Explore the daily lives of people in 
the time period and compare this 
with their own.  

- Find out about people in the past 
and why we still remember them 
today 

- Describe changes within living 
memory and aspects of change in 
national life 

- Describe significant people and 
places in his/her locality 
 

 

- Discuss the lives of significant 
individuals in the past  

- Describe events beyond living 
memory that are significant 
nationally or globally e.g. the Great 
Fire of London 

- Identify differences between ways 
of life at different times 

- Identify reasons for and results of 
peoples actions 

 
 
 

- Explore the daily 
lives of people in 
the time period 
and compare this 
with their own.  

- Begin to give 
reasons for and 
results of main 
events and 
changes.  

 
 

- Reconstruct life in 
the time studied 
using evidence 
and sources.  

- Identify key 
features, events 
and people in the 
time period.  

- Describe and 
provide a 
reasonable 
explanation – 
reasons for and 
result of main 
events and 
changes.  

 

- Find out about the 
beliefs, behaviours 
and characteristics 
of people 

- Study the 
experiences of 
different groups of 
people during the 
time studied 

- Know key dates, 
characters and events 
of the time studied 

- Compare and contrast 
the period studied 
with another ancient 
civilisation already 
studied (Ancient 
Greece, Ancient Maya 
and Ancient Egypt) 
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- Talk, draw or write about aspects 
of the past 

- Use drama and role-play to 
communicate their knowledge of 
the past 

 
 
 
 
 

- Use fiction or non-fiction writing to 
convey their understanding of the 
person or period studied 

- Use a timeline to order events, 
people and objects.  

 

- Understand that a 
timeline can be 
divided into BC 
(Before Christ) and 
AD (Anno Domini) 

- Use drama, 
annotations, 
pictures, ICT, 
writing and 
discussions to 
present 
knowledge and 
understanding.  

 

- Communicate 
his/her learning in 
an organised and 
structured way, 
using appropriate 
historical 
vocabulary 

 
 

- Present, 
communicate and 
organise ideas 
from the past using 
detailed discussion 
and debates 

- Present findings 
and communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding in 
different ways 

 
 
 

- Provide an account of 
a historical event 
based on more than 
one source 

- Plan and present a 
self-directed project 
about the 
period/event 

 Curriculum content  Historical language Key topic vocabulary 
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How have I changed since I was a 
baby? 

Timeline, sequence, first, next, after, before, 
then, now, “When I was younger”, “When I am 
older” 

Baby, toddler, child, teenager, adult, elderly 

What are the differences between 
old and new buses? 

Old, new, the same, different Passenger, bus fare, bus conductor, double decker, diesel, engine, 
ticket machine, oyster card, electric  

How are my toys different to toys 
in the past? 

Past, present, a long time ago, “When my 
grandparents were children”, museum 

Wood, metal, china, plastic, hand-made, factory, clockwork, 
electronic, battery 
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Who was the greater explorer: 
Christopher Columbus or Neil 
Armstrong? 

Timeline, ‘in living memory’, a long time ago, 
similarity, difference, significant individual, 
explorer 
 

Christopher Columbus, Neil Armstrong, Europe, America, the 
West Indies, astronaut, crew, voyage, “One small step for man, 
one giant leap for mankind” , portrait, photograph 

How have houses changed in 
Hinchley Wood over time? 

Victorians, Queen, artefact, “When my 
grandparents were children”, local history, 
chronological order, sequence, first, next, then, 
before, after, now 
 

Invention,  electricity, range, flat iron,  dolly, posser, washing 
board, wash tub, mangle, twin tub machine, electronic, 
programme, channel, remote control, black and white,  mobile 
phone, cable, hand set, base unit, Ada Lovelace, Sandown House, 
Alexander Graham Bell 

How has the seaside changed over 
time? 

Victorians, “Before I was born”, similarity, 
difference, change, past, present 
 

Promenade, pier, penny lick, bathing machine, bathing suit, 
swimming costume, Punch and Judy show, rock, amusement 
arcade 
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Can one person’s actions change 
the world? 

Significant individual, Parliament, local history Emmeline Pankhurst, Rosa Parks, Nelson Mandela, Emily Davison, 
discrimination, equal, boycott, suffragettes, vote, protest, Nobel 
Peace Prize, apartheid, election, violence, arrested, fair, president 

Why do we remember Florence 
Nightingale, Mary Seacole and 
Edith Cavell? 

Primary evidence, secondary evidence, past, 
present, then, now, modern, change 

Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole, Edith Cavell, The Crimean War, 
World War 1, patient, disease, infection, soldier, heroine, 
battlefield, wounded, British, French, German 

 
How did the city of London change 
as a result of The Great Fire of 
London? 

Diary, event, primary evidence, secondary 
evidence, cause, eye witness, first hand, 
‘beyond living memory’, King  

Samuel Pepys, King Charles II, Christopher Wren, Thomas Farriner, 
Pudding Lane,  St Paul’s Cathedral, the Monument, thatched roof, 
firebreak, fire hook, fire squirt, gun powder, fire brigade, bakery, 
architect, destroyed, possession 
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Would you rather live in the Stone 
Age, Bronze Age or Iron age? 

Chronological, period, Neolithic, ancient, 
sequence, archaeology, time period, BC/AD, 
archaeologist, prehistory 

Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, hunter-gatherers, farming, 
agriculture, fort, Skara Brae, kingdom, Neanderthal, tribe, 
primitive, forager  

How have the inhabitants of 
Hampton Court changed it over 
time? 

Era, Tudor, architecture, inhabitants, occupy, 
16th Century, Georgian, monarch, Stuart, court 

Henry VIII, William III and Mary II, baroque, Cardinal Thomas 
Wolsey, palace, Cromwell, James I, Commonwealth, Charles I, 
Charles II, Christopher Wren, Queen Anne, George I, George II and 
Caroline, William Kent, grace and favour, aristocrat,  
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 What was life like for the Egyptians 

and what did they achieve? 
Ancient, civilisation, replica,  Egyptian, mummy, mummification, after life, pyramid, tomb, burial 

site, hierarchy, pharaoh, Tutankhamun, Cleopatra, Ramesses II, 
Ramesses, III, sarcophagus, Nile, God, Goddess, hieroglyphics, 
sphinx,  
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How did the Romans leave their 
mark on Britain? 

BC/AD, empire, invade/invasion, develop, 
advance,  

Roman, soldier, revolt, revolution, battle, agriculture, Julis Caesar, 
Boudica, Augustus, Claudius, Hadrian, God/Goddess,  
Romanisation, Celts 
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Why were the Vikings so 
successful? 

Primary and secondary sources, reliability, 
compare, characteristics, invade, settle, 
enemies, evaluate, peace 

Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Scandinavia, 
Britain, kingdoms, Danelaw, Danegeld, York/Jorvik, settlement, 
Lindisfarne, monastery, monks, pagan, Athlestan, Edward the 
Confessor, Alfred the Great 

The Mayans: What links this 
civilisation to us? 
 

Civilisation, ruins, archaeology, ancient, empire, 
citizen, legacy, cultural, peasantry, excavate, 
hierarchy 

Maya, Chichen Itza, Mayans, underworld, sacrifice, Mesoamerica, 
El Castillo, maize, ancestors, nobles, priests, Gods, temple, 
pyramid, mural 
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The Battle of Britain: How was this 
a turning point in British history 
and was Surrey safe? 

Citizen, continuity, social, democracy, 
government, political, interpretation, reliability, 
bias, perspective, analyse 

World War Two, Hitler, allies, Holocaust, Blitz, evacuation, 
evacuee, Luftwaffe, Battle of Britain, Dunkirk, D-Day, spitfires, 
hurricanes, Anderson/Morrison shelter, rationing, Winston 
Churchill, Neville Chamberlain, VE Day, tactics, Dig for Victory, 
blackout, ARP Warden, Home Guard, gas masks, air raid, 
propaganda, billeting officer, host families, reparations, dictator  

Ancient Greeks: Have they given us 
more than any other civilisation? 

Contrast, conclusions, civilisations, 
achievements, origin, contemporary, 
democracy 

Greece, Greek, Athens, God, Goddess, Hoplite, Olympics, 
Sparta/Spartans, myth, Mount Olympus, architecture, literature, 
alphabet, city states 


