
Hinchley Wood Primary School Geography Skills Overview 
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Where are we now?  School, school grounds and classroom, maps 
How is Africa Different? - focus on Africa, Mungo Park and Mary Kingsley, looking at mountains, forests and swamps, map work 
Oceans – keeping oceans clean, what lives in the sea? 
Human features – school, harbour, shops & library 

 Year 1 Year  2 Year  3 Year  4 Year  5 Year  6 
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I can name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of 
the UK and surrounding seas. 
United Kingdom 
 
 
 

I can name and locate the 
world’s seven continents and 
five oceans.  
Continents and Oceans 
 
 
 
 

I can locate and name the 
continents on a World 
Map. Climate 
zones/Caribbean 
 
I can locate climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts on a world map. 
Climate Zones 

I can locate the main 

countries in Europe and can 

locate and name principal 

cities.  Mediterranean Spain 

 

I can locate and name the 
main counties and cities in 
the UK, geographical regions 
and their identifying human 
and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and 
understand how some of 
these aspects have changed 
over time. What makes the 
UK special? 
 
I can locate areas of similar 
environmental regions, 
either desert, rainforest or 
temperate regions.  
Rainforests 
 

I can map how land use has 
changed in the local area over time.  
Local Area 
 
I can name and locate the key 
topographical features including 
coast, hills, mountains and rivers. 
Antarctica, Local Area comparison 
 
I can compare 2 different regions in 
UK: coastal/urban (South coastal 
village & Kingston) Local Area 
comparison 
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I can understand some human 
and physical geographical 
characteristics of my local area 
and parts of the UK. 
United Kingdom/Local Area 
 
 
 
 

I can understand geographical 
similarities and differences of 
a small area of UK (Hinchley 
Wood), and of a small area in 
a contrasting non-European 
country (Chembakolli, India) 
Contrasting Localities 
 

I can identify the position 
and significance of 
Equator, N. and S. 
Hemisphere, Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn. 
Climate Zones/ Caribbean 
 
I can understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
the study of human and 
physical geography 
(significant features of 

I can identify the largest 
deserts, highest 
mountains. North America 
& Mountains 
 
I can understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
the study of human and 
physical geography 
(significant features of 
both) of a region of the UK 
and a region in a European 

I can identify the longest 
rivers in the world.  
Rainforests 
 
 
I can compare a region of 
the UK with a region in 
South America (Brazil). 
Rainforests 
 
 

I can identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/ 
Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night). 
UK & Antarctica 
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both) of a region of North 
America.  Caribbean 

country (Surrey vs 
Catalonia), and a region 
within North America 
(London vs New York / 
Rockies). North America & 
Mediterranean Spain 
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I can identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom.  
Weather and Climate/Seasons 
 
I can use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features: season and 
weather.United Kingdom/Local 
Area/Weather and 
Climate/Seasons 
 
I can use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
human features: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, house, 
office. United Kingdom/Local 
Area 
 
 
 
 

I can use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key physical 
features: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, vegetation 
 
Continents and Oceans/Hot and 
Cold Places/Contrasting Localities 
 
I can use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key human 
features: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop.  
Continents and Oceans/Hot and 
Cold Places/Contrasting Localities 
 
I can identify the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South poles. Hot and 
Cold  
 
I can describe why people settle 
in an area.  
Contrasting Locality 

I can describe why people 
chose to settle in certain 
areas (types of settlement, 
land use, natural resources, 
energy, food, minerals, water 
& economic activity).  
Climate Zones/Volcanoes & 
Earthquakes/Caribbean 
 
I can describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography: earthquakes & 
volcanoes.   
Volcanoes & Earthquakes 
 
I can describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography: climate zones & 
biomes.  
Climate Zones/Caribbean 
 

I can describe why people 
chose to settle in certain 
areas North America (also link 
to Anglo Saxon settlements in 
history) 
 
I can describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography: mountains. 
Mountains 
 
I can compare a region in UK 
with a region in Europe.  

(Surrey vs Catalonia) 

I can describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography: the water cycle 
including transpiration; climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts. Rainforests 
 
I can describe why people chose 
to settle in certain areas (Brazil). 
Rainforests 
 
I can describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts 
(link to work on rainforest). 
Rainforests 
 
I can describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography: the water cycle, 
rivers. What makes the UK 
special? 
I can describe and understand 
key aspects of human 
geography:  types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including food, minerals and 
water.  What makes the UK 
special? 
 

I can use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied.  Antarctica, Local Area & coastal 
comparison 
I can use 6 figure grid references with 
teaching of latitude and longitude in 
depth. UK 
I can use fieldwork to observe measure 
and record the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range 
of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs and digital 
technologies.  Local Area & coastal 
comparison 
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I can use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of my school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of the 
surrounding environment.  
Local Area 
 
I can use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the UK 
and its countries and the 
countries continents and oceans 
that I have studied.  
United Kingdom 
 

I can use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features. 
Continents and 
oceans/Contrasting Locality 
 
I can devise a simple map and 
can construct basic symbols in 
a key. Contrasting Locality 
 
I can use simple compass 
directions (North, South, East 
and West) and location and 
directional language to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a map. 
Continents and Oceans 
 

I can use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the UK 
and its countries and the 
countries continents and 
oceans that I have studied. 
Contrasting locality 

I can use the eight points of a 

compass. Climate Zones/ 

Hampton Court (History topic) 

/Caribbean 

I can locate places using two 

figure grid references. 

Climate Zones/Hampton Court 

(History topic) /Caribbean 

I can use some basic symbols 

(keys) of a simplified 

Ordnance Survey maps. 

Hampton Court 

I can use fieldwork to observe 

and record the human and 

physical features in the local 

area using a range of 

methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs 

Ordnance Survey maps, and 

digital technologies. Hampton 

Court (History topic) 

I can use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
North America & 
Mountains 
I can use the eight points 
of a compass, four-figure 
grid references. 
 
I can use fieldwork to 
observe, measure and 
record the human and 
physical features in the 
local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, 
ordnance survey maps and 
digital technologies. 

I can use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries 
and describe features 
studied.  Rainforests & What 
makes the UK special? 
 
I can use the eight points of 
a compass, four-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the 
wider world.  What makes 
the UK special? 
 
I can use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries 
and describe features 
studied. What makes the UK 
special? 

I can use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate countries and describe 
features studied. Antarctica, Local Area 
& UK 
 
I can use 6 figure grid references with 
teaching of latitude and longitude in 
depth. UK 
 
I can use fieldwork to observe measure 
and record the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range 
of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, Ordnance survey 
maps and 
digital technologies Kingston local area 
and Swanage 
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 Curriculum content  Vocabulary 

EY
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ELG: Understanding the 
World 
 
 

local, map, school, farm, road, street, shop, library, harbour, ocean, mountain, forest, swamp, woods, forests 

Ye
ar

 1
 

  

UK country, continent, ocean village, town, factory, farm, house, office, country, capital city, England – London, Scotland – Edinburgh, Wales – 
Cardiff, Northern Ireland – Belfast, English Channel, North Sea, Atlantic Ocean, Irish Sea, Celtic Sea 
 

How does the weather 
change throughout the year? 

 

weather, seasons (spring, summer, autumn, winter), hot, cold, warm, freezing, sun, wind, rain snow, hail, fog, sleet 
 

What do you need to know 
to be a tour guide in 
Hinchley Wood and our local 
area? 
 

village, town, house, home, detached, semi-detached, flat, terrace, street, river, office, roads, shop, park, map, symbol 
 

Ye
ar
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Our wonderful world: Sailing 
across the sea 

continents – Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Oceania, Antarctica, Oceans – Pacific, Indian, Southern, Arctic, Atlantic 
 

 

What can’t a polar bear live 
near the equator? 
 

hot, cold, equator, North Pole, South Pole, climate, weather, animals, temperature 

Contrast between Hinchley 
Wood and Indian village – 
Chembakolli 
 

India, Asia, village, Chembakolli, Tamil Nadu (region), tropical, hot, humid, monsoon, drought, seasons, thatch roof, rickshaw, open fire 
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Climate Zones / Biomes 
 

climate zones – polar, temperate, arid, tropical, mountains, Mediterranean,  biomes – desert, rainforest, savannah, taiga, temperate, tundra  

Volcanoes and Earthquakes: 
What makes the Earth 
angry? 
 

volcano – ash, crater, eruption, lava, magma, vent, active, dormant, erupt, extinct 
earthquake – epicentre, plate, plate boundary, tsunami, seismic, magnitude, Richter Scale, Moment Magnitude Scale 

St Lucia  
 

Caribbean, Caribbean Sea, Equator, hemisphere, settlement, land use, natural resources, energy, food minerals, water 
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North America (New York 
and London). The Big Cities: 
Where would you go? 

North America, Atlantic, hemisphere, deserts – Great Basin, Mohave, Chihuahuan, Sonoran, rivers – Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Colorado, Rio 
Grande,  
New York, city, urban 
London, River Thames, population, transport 
 

Why do people go on holiday 
to the Mediterranean? 

Surrey – city, town, village 
Mediterranean – Spain, beach, coast, history, monuments, leisure, sports 
 

The seven summits can they 
be conquered? 
 

Mountains – fold, fault-block, dome, peak, range, ridge, plateau, base, face 
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What makes the UK special? United Kingdom, counties, cities, geographical regions, human characteristics, physical characteristics, topography – hills, mountains, coasts, 
rivers, land use patterns 
 

Why are rainforests so 
important? 

rainforest region, water cycle, transpiration, climate zones, biome, vegetation, settlements 

Ye
ar

 6
 

Antarctica  
 

longitude, latitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic, Antarctic Circle, Prime 
Meridian, Greenwich Meridian, penguin, seal, ice shelf, glacier, Ernest Shackleton, volcano 
 

Local area – Kingston and 
South coastal village 

Kingston – town, urban, shops, offices, homes, transport links, history 
XXXX – village, rural, shops, homes 
 


