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Expressive Arts and Design ELG: Creating with Materials Children at the expected level of development will: - Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function; - Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; - Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. ELG: Being Imaginative and 
Expressive Children at the expected level of development will: - Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, 
rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 
  
 

 Year 1 Year  2 Year  3 Year  4 Year  5 Year  6 
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Use a variety of tools including 
pencils, coloured pencils, 
(chubby pencils), crayons, 
rubbers, pastels, felt tips, 
charcoal, ball points, chalk and 
other dry media.  
 
Explore mark-making using a 
variety of tools 
 
Use lines to draw objects seen, 
remembered or imagined. 
(Lisa Tolley). 

Experiment with tones using 
pencils, chalk or charcoal (Mini 
beast drawings) 
 
Draw for a sustained period of 
time from a figure and real 
objects, including single and 
grouped objects.  
 
Experiment with the visual 
elements; line, shape, pattern 
and colour. (Living things 
sketching, Nerys Levy). 
 
 

Explore shading using 
different media with 
different grades of pencil 
(hb-b) (Quentin Blake) 
 
Use different media to 
achieve variations in line, 
texture, tone, colour, 
shape and pattern. 
(Quentin Blake) 
 
Plan, refine and alter their 
drawings as necessary. 
 
 

Draw familiar objects with the 
correct proportions  
 
Select different techniques for 
different purposes eg shading 
or hatching and ways in which 
a rubber may be used to 
develop tone 
  
Use research to inspire 
drawings; express feelings 
through drawing.  
Alter and refine drawings and 
describe changes. 
 
Start to use simple 
perspective.(One point 
perspective  drawing ) – 
London/ New York Pictures 
 

Work in a sustained and 
independent way. 
 
Use line, tone and 
shading to represent 
things seen, 
remembered or 
imagined in three 
dimensions 
 
Explore the correct 
proportions and layout of 
the human face and 
figure. 
 
Individual work to be 
influenced by a range of 
artists’ styles. (Rousseau, 
Andy Warhol). 

Begin to develop an awareness of 
composition, scale and proportion. 
 
Begin to use simple perspective, 
using a single focal point and 
horizon. (Paul Nash) 
 
Work in a sustained and 
independent way to create a 
detailed drawing.  
 
 
Manipulate and experiment with 
the elements of art: line, tone, 
pattern, texture, form, space, 
colour and shape. (Paul Nash) 
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Use a variety of tools and 
techniques including the use of 
different brush sizes and types.  
 
Mix and match colours to 
artefacts and objects.  
 
Create different textures e.g use 
sawdust, sand or plaster. Beach 
pictures). 
  
Identify primary colours of red, 
yellow and blue. Create 
different shades and tones of 
the primary colours. (Piet 
Mondrian) 

Represent things observed, 
remembered or imagined 
using colour in two and three 
dimensions 
Mix the primary colours to 
make the 3 secondary colours: 
green, orange and purple. Mix 
and match colours using 
artefacts and objects.  
 
Experiment with tools and 
techniques including layering, 
mixing media, scraping 
through etc.  
 
Work on a range of scales e.g. 
large brush on large paper 
such as sugar paper or wall 
paper ( 

Understand and identify 
key aspects such as 
complementary colours 
eg monochrome, tone and 
shade, warm and cold 
colours  
 
Experiment with different 
effects and textures 
including blocking in 
colour, washes, thickened 
paint. (Caribbean pictures) 
 
Work with increasing 
confidence on a range of 
scales e.g. thin brush on 
small picture. 
 
Mix a variety of tones to 
create a monochrome 
painting. (Quentin Blake) 

Create different effects and 
textures by using a variety of 
tools and techniques such as 
bleeds, washes, scratches and 
splashes e.g. using  water 
colour,  thicker liquid paint or 
acrylic  (Jayne Ray) 
 
Experiment with creating 
mood, feeling, movement and 
areas of interest by selecting 
appropriate materials and 
techniques. 
e.g. different thicknesses of 
paintbrushes and paint to 
achieve variations in line, 
form, tone, colour, shape and 
pattern (New York/ London) 
 
Make and match colours with 
increasing accuracy including 
tertiary colours. 

Demonstrate a secure 
Knowledge of 
primary and secondary 
colours, warm and cold 
colours, complementary 
and contrasting colours. 
Andy Warhol 
Create imaginative work 
from a variety of sources. 
Mix colours to express 
mood and divide the 
foreground from the 
background or 
demonstrate tones. 
(Rousseau) 
Return to work over 
longer periods of time 
and use a wider range of 
materials. (Comparison 
with Dyer oil pastels 
work). 

Use techniques, colours, tones and 
effects in an appropriate way to 
represent things seen-e.g. select 
the most appropriate brush size 
and use brushstrokes following the 
direction of the grass.(Paul Nash/ 
Antarctica paintings) 
 
Carry out preliminary studies, test 
media and materials and mix 
appropriate colours. 
 
Identify, mix and work with 
harmonious colours. 
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Use paint as printing medium. 
Make marks in print with a variety 
of objects and basic tools including 
natural and made objects e.g. 
leaves, fruit or cabbage (cross 
section), finger or hand printing. 
Use these to create repeating 
patterns(Andy Goldsworthy) 
 

Carry out different printing 
techniques e.g. monoprint, block, 

relief and resist printing. (Piet 
Mondrian) 
 

Make rubbings e.g. leaves, 
coins(Andy Goldsworthy) 
  

Build a repeating pattern and 
recognise pattern in the 
environment (Andy Goldsworthy) 

Use paint as printing medium. 

Print using a variety of materials, 
objects and techniques such as 
monoprinting, carbon, relief, 
press and fabric printing and 
rubbings e.g. tracing paper 
( Indian Fabric) 

Create their own printing 
block using relief or 
impressed techniques e.g. 
polystyrene/foam squares  or 
string (summer)  
  
Use printing ink or paint as 
printing medium. 
Print using a variety of 
materials, objects, and 
techniques, including layering.  
 
Talk about the processes used 
to produce a simple print 

Resist printing on paper e.g 
marbling and on fabric e.g.tie 
dyeing  
 
Use printing ink or paint as 
printing medium. 
Produce more detailed printing 
blocks to create relief printing 
using card or string to create the 
printing block.  
 

Experiment with using 
layers and overlays to 
create new colours or 

textures(Rousseau) 
 
Choose the printing method 
appropriate to the task e.g. 
mono, relief, polystyrene 
block 
Use printing ink or paint as 
the printing medium. 

(Andy Warhol) 
 
Organise their work in 
terms of pattern, repetition, 
symmetry or random 
printing styles.  
 

Create intricate printing patterns by 
simplifying and modifying sketchbook 
designs. 
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Sort, cut, and shape fabrics and 
experiment with ways of joining 
them. 
Use a variety of techniques e.g. 
weaving, fabric crayons, sewing 
using binca.  Romani Wall 
hangings 
 

Cut, glue and trim a wide variety 
of media including photocopied 
material, fabric, plastic, tissue, 
magazines and crepe paper 
e.t.c. 
  

Create textured collages from 
a variety of media by folding, 
crumpling and tearing 
materials 
 

Develop techniques to join 
fabrics and apply decorations 
such as running stitch or over 
stitch. 
Use cotton material or felt 
with pre-punched holes. 
 

Cut, glue and trim material 
with increasing accuracy.  
 

Use fabric crayons  

Develop stitching skills by 

threading  a needle, knotting  

and use different types of 

stitch including cross-stitch 

e.g. with binca  

(Caribbean textiles) 

Experiment with a range of 

media e.g. overlapping and 

layering  

Name the tools and materials 

they have used.  

Use a variety of techniques using 
binka fabric and basic 
embroidery.  

Extend skills in stitching e.g. cross 
stitch, running stitch, back stitch, 
blanket stitch, knotting and 
decorating material. 

Making Purses 

 

Add collage to a painted 
or printed background 
using a range of media, 
different techniques, 
colours and textures  
 
 
Use a variety of 
techniques including 
applique. Join fabrics in 
different ways, using 
different grade needles 
and a variety of threads, 
including stitching.   
Dream catcher MAYAN 

Use different techniques, colours, 
textiles and other media when 
designing and making pieces of work 
and explain reasons for choices 
  
To be expressive and analytical in order 
to adapt, extend and justify their own 
and peers work.  
 
Design and make their own felt hat 
using a variety of stitches. 
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Create images from 
imagination, experience or 
observation. 

Use a variety of techniques 
including, Finger knitting   
 

Use a variety of techniques 

including French knitting 
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Make structures by joining simple 
objects together 

Manipulate playdough (bought or 
homemade) in a variety of ways e.g 
rolling, kneading and shaping.  

Manipulate for a purpose e.g. 
thumb and/or coil pot.  

Experiment with, construct and join 
recycled, natural and man-made 
materials. Andy Goldsworthy 

Study the work by Andy 
Goldsworthy who uses natural 
materials. 

Children create their own natural 
sculptures. 

Represent things observed, 
remembered or imagined using 
tools in two and three dimensions 

Manipulate clay in a variety of 
ways e.g rolling, kneading and 
shaping. (Clay tile – Autumn 2) 

 

Build a textured relief tile.  

 

Experiment with basic tools on 
rigid and flexible materials 

Construct and join recycled, 
natural and man-made materials 
more confidently 

 

Plan, design and make model 
of a natural or manmade 
object. 

Construct a simple clay base 
for extending and modelling a 
shape. (Bronze Age/ Iron Age 
pot). 

 

Plan, design, make and adapt a 
sculpture or model.  

 

Talk about their work 
understanding that it has been 
sculpted, modelled or 
constructed. 

 

Use a variety of materials eg 
recycled, natural and man-made 
materials to make a sculpture 

(Michelle Reader- recycled 
materials sculpture) 

Develop skills working with 
clay e.g. slabs, coils and 
slips. 

Join pieces of clay by using 
slip and cross hatching the 2 
pieces. Use clay tools to 
create effects. 

 

Use recycled, natural and 
man-made materials to 
create sculpture. 

Plan a sculpture through 
drawing and other 
preparatory work. 

Mayan Calendar  

Produce intricate patterns and textures 
in a malleable media. 

 

Create a sculpture and constructions 
using clay tools with increasing 
independence. 

 

Papier Mache Ancient Greek Mask 
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Use a simple computer paint 
program to create a picture 

(Piet Mondrian – other responses 
to areas of the Year 1 curriculum). 

Using a viewfinder to focus on a 
specific part of an object before 
drawing it. 

Observational drawing of living 
things 

Use printed images taken 
with a camera and combine 
with other media to produce 
art work 

 

Create a piece of art which 
includes a digital image they have 
taken. 

Take a photograph from an 
unusual or thought-provoking 
viewpoint 

New York/London/ Hinchley 
Wood 

Add collage to a printed 
background using a range of 
media, different techniques, 
colours and textures. 

Rousseau  

Follow a design brief to achieve an 
effect for a particular function 

I can follow a design brief to achieve an 
effect for a particular function 

Use different techniques, colours and 
textures when designing and making 
pieces of work and explain his/her 
choices 

I can use different techniques, colours 
and textures in my artwork and explain 
the choices I have made 


